
 

 

  

  

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
United Nations Building, Rajadamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200, Thailand 

Tel: (+66 2) 2881549 • Fax: (+66 2) 2883007 
escap-mpdd@un.org • www.unescap.org 

 

 

Concept Note 
 

Workshop on Public Resource Mobilization 

for municipal finance 

 

In partnership with the ADB, UCLG-ASPAC, UNCDF, UN-DESA and UNDP 

 

Bangkok, 8-9 November 2018 

   

 

Background 

 

This workshop is part of the on-going efforts of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP) to support Asia-Pacific developing countries in enhancing subnational 

public resource mobilization. Such efforts are needed to effectively pursue the Sustainable Development 

Goal 11 on sustainable cities and to meet the region’s enormous urbanization financing needs.  

 

Between 2000 and 2015, 940 million people moved into Asian cities, and an additional 160 million people 

in the region are expected to become new urban residents by 2025. The financing needs to provide essential 

urban infrastructure and public services to ensure healthy and sustainable urbanization are estimated to be 

in the trillions of U.S. dollars in the coming years. In contrast, municipal governments in the region seem 

ill-equipped to meet the financing challenge, due to lack of necessary policy space, effective own-source 

revenue options and capacities for resource mobilization at the local level.  

 

Such a situation is not sustainable, as the gap between financing needs and available resources has increased 

fiscal pressures on Asia-Pacific cities, leading to accumulation of local government debt and chronic 

municipal spending deficits in many cases. We believe that there is no one-size-fit-all solution when it 

comes to municipal public finance, and successful strategies often hinge upon indigenous policy 

innovations tailored to the local context. Therefore, knowledge sharing on different policy choices in 

different contexts could be quite valuable.  

 

Objective and format 

 

The objective of the workshop is to provide in-depth knowledge on local fiscal governance aspects and 

revenue mobilization options for Asia-Pacific cities, through expert presentations and analysis of three 

representative metropolitan city cases in the region (Beijing, China; Mumbai, India; and Manila, the 

Philippines). It also aims to facilitate knowledge sharing between participating policy makers and experts, 

and provide participating policy makers with a diagnostic thinking framework to analyse municipal public 

finance issues and reform options in their own countries. 

 

The two-day workshop will comprise three modules. Module A focuses on expert presentations, where 

participants will learn a diagnostic framework on municipal public finance strategies and acquire 

knowledge on best practices on a number of priority topics. Module B focuses on group learning through 

specific city cases, where participants will discuss the three in-depth case studies on Beijing, Mumbai and 

Manila. This will allow them to apply the knowledge acquired and analyse the three cases under the 

guidance of experts. Module C is devoted to further knowledge sharing and practice, where participants 

will present on municipal public finance situations in their own countries and exchange ideas on potential 

reform options.  
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Contacts 

 

For any query regarding this event, please contact Mr. Zheng Jian (jianz@un.org,  +66 2288 1549) 

 

For logistical coordination, please contact Ms. Chawarin Klongdee (klongdee@un.org, +66 2288 1696), 
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